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critic today who denies that Judaism did evolve, and that this
evolution was an inevitable result of the mere passage of time.
Jahwism which was at once the creator and the product of
Jewish life could not have failed to vary with the needs and
aspirations of the society which gave it birth. For instance,
the Jews of Jesus' day could not possibly picture their God in
exactly the same terms as their forefathers in the reign of David.
But this spontaneous, internal development—a process that
might even be termed autogenous—will not account for all the
innovations which the historian encounters in Israel just before
the Christian era. To begin with, we must take into account
the work of the Scribes. These men sincerely believed that all
they did was to secure the tradition by explaining and elucidat-
ing it, but in reality they could not help modifying it, often
profoundly. For instance, the attempt of the Targums to get
rid of the crude anthropomorphism of the old Bible stories
affords a good illustration of the re-focusing which modernized
the ancient beliefs. We must also pay special attention to the
trend of popular feeling, tending to emphasize the ideas which
satisfy the desires of the people or minister to their needs, such
as the Messianic hope, demonology, and all kinds of marvels
and miracles. None of these elements would have come to
fruition without the popular impulse. Finally, there is the
problem of foreign influences.
This question is still a very controversial one, but it can
no longer be ignored.1
For a long time critics refused to admit that foreign influences
on Judaism were anything but peripheral or tangential (Well-
hausen), or only bearing on matters of detail,2 or else maintained
that they were of late date, that is to say, not earlier than the
second century a.d. There seems to be no longer any possi-
bility of doubting the existence of older, deeper and more
extensive influences than these. Moreover, as I have said,
Palestine occupied a position of unusual importance and interest
in the Mediterranean Orient as a thoroughfare and meeting-
1	Bibliography in CCLXVI, i, 44 ff.;  CCLHI, 302 ff. ; VEEI, 116-60;
Gunkel, Der Einfluss Babyloniens auf die israelitische Religion, Gottingen,
1903; Wellhausen, Skizzen und Vorarbeiten, vi, 1889 ; Bertholet, Das
Teligiongeschichtliche Problem des Spatjudentums, Tubingen, 1909 ; Erik
Stave, Ueber den Einfluss des Parsismus auf das Judentum, Giessen, 1920.
On this last influence, cjf. particularly CCLXXVIII, ii, 59 ff. ; CCLXXIV,
especially the 3rd section of chap, ii; CCLXXI; LXVII, 227 ff., 273 ff.,
304 ff.; LI, 388 ff. (maintaining the non-existence of influences).
2	Such as the seven eyes that Jahweh was supposed to have graved on
the stone mentioned in Zech. iii. 9, and the figure of Satan as he appears
in Job, Chronicles, Zechariah, and Ecclesiasticus.    Nicolas as early as
1860 (CCLXXX) recognized Persian influence here.

